During the sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries Scottish thinkers sought to find meaning in their national experience in terms which exploded the traditional view of their country as a seat of barbarity and primitivism. Many responded to this challenge by discovering a special role for Scodand in what they conceived to be the latter days of the world, and in so doing they found an increasingly significant connection between themselves and the Jews. Whether concentrating on the analogous position of the Jews as God's chosen people with the now latterly covenanted Scots, or interpreting sacred prophecy to give the Jews (or those who would convert to Christianity) a telling role in these latter days, Scottish thinkers agreed that the nation of Israel would prove surprisingly relevant to their own future and to the meaning of their culture.
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Introductory: Scotland and the Fatality of Geography
' 'Thay auctoris is na worth that say is, all peple far fra the sonne ar barbour and miserable"*. So declared John Bellenden's translation of Hector Boece's Scotorum Historiae in 1536, both works being of the greatest intellectual significance for sixteenth-century Scotland. ' 'Na region in the world' ' proved so blasted "be distance fra the sonne" that it could not sustain its inhabitants in health, culture, and virtue. All three merely required the right mix of temperance and wisdom, and Boece's study was intended to show how Scottish history, in the face of the continuous threat of English corruption, had effectively embodied them over a truly immense stretch of time. Despite the Historians evident sanction of baronial revolution, King James V sponsored its translation which eventually appeared in print under royal authority. A touchstone for virtually every Scottish intellectual throughout the century, irrespective of his religion or politics, the Historia's importance virtually defies exaggeration , 1527) , fols, xvi.62, xix.62: "Haud itaque imperitis illis atque arrogantibus sermonibus lacerandos existiment quum aversos a Sole ut extreme miseros ac barbaros ludibrio habent". ' * Nulla enim regio adeo aversu a Sole infeocunditatis sterilitatisque damnata est, quin usus humanos omnibus abunde per diviniam Providentiam cuncta suppeditentur: si sit modo qui uti sciat".
